While existing research has explored the relationship between Internet use and civic engagement, this study is among the first to examine the effects of general Internet use, social network site use, and Internet efficacy on online and offline civic participation using 
of media. Thus, a more appropriate question may have asked which uses of technology drive a wedge between individual and collective interests.
Internet Efficacy & Civic Participation
Discussion of efficacy is necessary when discussing factors that may impact the levels of an individual's engagement. Self-efficacy is defined as one's belief in their own "capabilities to organize and execute the courses of action required to produce given attainments" (Bandura, 1997, p. 3) . That is, efficacy reflects the level of belief one has in their ability to achieve something. Self-efficacy is explicitly concerned with what individuals believe they can do with the skills they possess. Efficacy beliefs influence what courses of action people choose to pursue, their goals and commitments to them, and even the amount of effort put forth (Bandura, 2009 ).
The overarching concept of efficacy can be further divided into specialized types, such as Internet efficacy. Internet efficacy can be defined as one's beliefs about their own ability to use the Internet with focus on what they believe they can accomplish (Eastin&LaRose, 2000) .
In line with earlier distinctions between low and high self-efficacy (e.g., Bandura 1997), individuals with low Internet efficacy are those that have low levels of confidence, satisfaction , and/or comfort in their ability to use the Internet (Eastin&LaRose, 2000).
Individuals with high Internet self-efficacy represent the conceptual opposite as they possess skills that lead to enhanced levels of confidence, satisfaction, and/or comfort. As such, those with low levels of Internet self-efficacy should be less likely to engage with the Internet in the future while those with high levels of Internet self-efficacy should be more likely to use the Internet.
The link between one's personal efficacy and forms of participationhas been well documented. Political efficacy, which is closely related to personal efficacy, can be defined as one's sense that their participation can actually make a difference in politics (DelliCarpini, 2004) . Although the link between perceptions of Internet self-efficacy and participation 
Research Questions
Based on the literature review concerning the relationship between social capital and civic participation, we can see that research has produced conflicting findings. Therefore the following research questions were posed to assess the effects of social capital variables on offline civic participation after controlling for influences of demographic variables:
RQ1a: What are the effects of community satisfaction on offline participation?
RQ1b: What are the effects of social interpersonal trust on offline participation?
The following research questions were posed to assess the effects of social capital variables on online civic participation after controlling for influences of demographic variables: 
